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Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD, author of Forensic Genealogy, has been 
recognized in the international press for her work with the Armed Forces 
DNA Identification Laboratory and for exposing two well-known Holocaust 
frauds. Her books DNA & Genealogy and The Dead Horse Investigation are 
genealogical must-haves.  Although Colleen works on high-level projects, her 
research techniques are ones commonly used by genealogists researching on 
their own family histories. As Colleen explains, it’s all a matter of imagination 
and how you look at the materials you have. You will come to her talk as a 
genealogist; you will leave as a forensic genealogist. 
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Dave Obee is author of Making the News, published by the Times Colonist 
in Victoria, British Columbia, in 2008 to mark the 150th anniversary of the 
newspaper. It is a comprehensive history of Vancouver Island, drawn from old 
newspapers. Dave is also the co-author (with Sherry Irvine) of Finding Your 
Canadian Ancestors: A Beginner's Guide, published by Ancestry in 2007. He 
has compiled seven other books for Canadian genealogists, and has given more 
than 300 talks about genealogical and historical research to genealogical society 
meetings and conferences, libraries, and community groups. 

 

 

Marthe Séquin-Muntz, Library and Archives Canada.  Marthe 
Séguin-Muntz was born in a small town in Eastern Ontario. The descendant 
of ancestors who settled in Ontario in the 1850s, Ms Séguin-Muntz is a 
graduate of the Library Technician program at Algonquin College. She 
worked at the National Library of Canada, now Library and Archives 
Canada from 1981 to 1989. During the 1990s, she held various positions in 
various libraries before joining the staff of the Genealogy Services of 
Library and Archives Canada. Researching local histories, particularly in 
rural settings have been a life-long hobby for Marthe and it is no surprise     

that genealogy and family history continue to stimulate and nurture her passion 
for Canadian studies. Her ability to establish and follow a complex timeline 
contributes to her sustained motivation when working in projects that involve 
genealogical research.  
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Laura M. Hanowski.  Laura is a Certified Saskatchewan Aboriginal 
instructor and researcher. She has made presentations and written articles about 
Aboriginal research for the Saskatchewan Genealogical Society. Laura is the 
editor of the book Tracing Your Aboriginal Ancestors: a guide to the records 
and how to use them. She has served on the Métis National Council Research 
Initiative team and served as the expert witness on genealogy for Métis 
harvesting trials at Meadow Lake, Fort Qu’Appelle and Medicine Hat.  

 

 

Elizabeth Briggs, B.Sc., B.Ed., and M.Ed. was born and educated in 
Glamorgan, South Wales, completing her post-secondary education in Canada. 
She taught high school for many years, retired in 2003, and now volunteers at 
the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives in Winnipeg. Elizabeth completed 
courses on Palaeography at Brigham Young University and Welsh Genealogy in 
Aberwystwyth, Wales. Elizabeth has written or co-authored many books to help 
people research their family history and has also written an eight week on-line 
course for the National Institute of Genealogy in Toronto on reading and 

interpreting old handwriting. She teaches genealogy courses in Winnipeg and has 
been an invited speaker at seminars across Canada, Orkney Family History 
Society, and Manitoba Genealogical Society. She was genealogist in residence in 
August 2005 at the Red River Reunion, a ten day conference at Lower Fort 
Garry, Manitoba. Elizabeth is a past president of the Manitoba Genealogical 
Society and she has co-chaired two seminars. She has�researched family history 
in the national archives of Canada, U.S.A, and England; provincial archives in 
Canada; county archives in Britain; and the Family History Library in Salt Lake 

City��

 

 

Dr. Brian Brodie has been researching aspects of family history for 30 
years.  He was awarded a PhD in 1989.  He is a founding member of the 
College of Certified Saskatchewan Genealogists and a contributor to the 
publication “Tracing you Saskatchewan Ancestors”.  He is a partner in CAN-
UK Family History Research, specializing in connecting families in Canada and 
the United Kingdom.  Additionally, he has successfully combined his interests 
in both military history and genealogy. 

 

 



 

Holly Schick�has been researching her family history for the past 25 
years.  Her ancestors offer interesting challenges, coming from a varied 
geographic background—Galicia, Germany, England and Ireland.  She has 
been fortunate enough to travel to some of those places to visit the homelands 
of those ancestors.  This included a trip to England and Barnardo Homes 
where her maternal grandmother lived for 2 years before being sent to Canada 
as one of the “Home Children”.   

Holly has lived in Saskatchewan all her life.  She is a certified Saskatchewan            
                                Researcher and Instructor.  She lives in Regina and currently works as the  
        Executive Director of the Saskatchewan Seniors Mechanism.   

 

 

Dr.  Sally Cleland is a veterinarian who specializes in bio-medical 
research and laboratory animal medicine with over 30 years of experience in 
both the public and private sectors.  Having expertise in problem-based and 
experiential learning models at both the college and university levels, she 
delivers interactive seminars and experiential workshops in workplace 
productivity and performance as they relate to self-esteem.  In addition to 
her professional veterinary pursuits which also include assisting the 
Saskatchewan Veterinary Medical Association in its public service initiative 
on dog bite prevention education, she is currently the Community Member 
of the Dr. A. E. Perry School Community Council and a Regina Regional 
Director for the Saskatchewan Association of School Councils.  For many  
years, she has been interested in family history and has become the Cleland 
Family Historian.  Using a very user-friendly online digital 
photography/storybooking publishing program, she is able to assist others in 
preserving, documenting and sharing their family stories, history and 
genealogy with flare and creativity.    

 


